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Social news guidelines
Announcements of engagements, weddings and 

births are published for a processing fee. (Births and 
weddings must be received within 90 days of the event 
for inclusion in the social news section of the newspa-
per.) Anniversary announcements (25th, 30th, 35th, 
40th, 45th, 50th, 55th, 60th and longer) are published for 
free.

All announcements must be received by 10 a.m. Fri-
day for publication in the following Wednesday’s edi-
tion. (Holidays often change the deadline; call 812-738-
2211 to confirm deadline when there is a holiday.) If the 
announcement includes a photograph, a sharp close-up 
is preferred. For return of photos, send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope or pick up the photo at the office as 
soon as possible.

All announcements must be prepaid by cash, check, 
money order or major credit card.

O’Bannon Publishing Co. reserves the right to revise, 
edit or reject copy and photographs to meet its quality 
standards.

For reservations call 812-734-6288 or visit www.corydon.live
220 Hurst Lane, Corydon, IN (formerly Corydon Jamboree)

Music & Entertainment

Saturday, July 8th - 
ALL STARS CONCERT
Sarah Patrick, Billy Keith 

& Jaclyn Shields

Fri., July 21st
Drops of Mercy Gospel Show

Fri., Aug. 4th
Buddy Holly Tribute - Opening Act: Barney Fife

Fri., Aug. 11th
The Wanna Beatles (from Nashville)

Fri., Sept. 15th
50’S Musical Jukebox Jamboree

Fri., Sept. 22nd
Rockin’ Terry Lee & The Rockaboogie Band

UPCOMING SHOWS

Adults 62 & up or
mobility impaired 18 & up

Subsidized Rent • Secured Entrance
Utility Credit • Off-street parking 

Daily activities • Onsite Staff
785 Regina Lane • Corydon

(812) 738-1966
TDD: 800-545-1833 Ext. 359

www.rhf.org

Central Barren United Methodist Church
Saturday, July 8th, 2017 • 5:00 p.m.

Highway 135 halfway between Palmyra & New Salisbury
ADULTS $9              CHILDREN $5

*Carry out available                                  *Air Conditioned

Join us for fun, food and fellowship!

SMORGASBORD

(3 and under FREE)
9 & under

Wedding Six generations Five generations

Mr. and Mrs. Sean C. King

Bush-King
Nicole Ann Bush and Sean C. King, both of Louisville, 

were married April 8 at 1400 Willow in Louisville. Deacon 
Dru Kemp officiated.

A reception followed at 1400 Willow.
The bride is the daughter of Nicholas and Ann Bush of 

Champaign, Ill. She is a 2017 graduate of the University of 
Louisville Brandeis School of Law and is employed by Old 
Father Law Firm in Louisville.

The groom is the son of Alexander King of Louisville 
and Elizabeth King of New Albany. He is a 1995 graduate 
of New Albany High School and is employed by Salon Alex-
ander in New Albany.

The newlyweds are making their home in Louisville.

Jane Rizer of Milltown holds her great-great-great-granddaughter, 
Scarlett Mae Cecil. Seated next to them is the baby’s great-grand-
father, Leon (Bronk) Crecelius, and great-great-grandmother, Viv-
ian Crecelius, both of Milltown. Behind them are the baby’s grand-
mother, Sonya Cecil, and father, Tyler Cecil, both of Milltown.

Tyler Cecil of Milltown holds his daughter, Scarlett Mae Cecil, 
while seated next to them is the baby’s great-great-grandmother, 
Ruby Coomer of Milltown. Behind them are the baby’s grand-
mother, Sonya Cecil, and great-grandmother, Sheila Sieg, both of 
Milltown.

Lone witch burning in U.S. focus of book
Pre-Civil War-era 
‘witch’ spent time 
in Harrison County

Ross schulz
Staff Writer
rschulz@corydondemocrat.com

Historian and Meade 
County resident Gerald 
(Gerry) Fischer recent-
ly published “Battletown 
Witch,” a story about Leah 
Smock, the evolution of 
witchcraft and the burning 
of the last witch in America.

Fischer’s book enlightens 
readers about Smock’s trag-
ic story, but it does much 
more than that, detailing 
the history of witchcraft 
around the world.

While Smock’s death 
occurred in the lapland 
wilderness area of Meade 
County, near Battletown, 
Harrison County played a 
role in her story as well. Her 
family lived in the New Am-
sterdam area for some time, 
possibly as much as three 
years, before moving across 
the Ohio River.

Smock’s death, at the age 
of 22, occurred in August 
1840.

Smock is said to be 
the only supposed witch 
burned alive in the United 

States. The witches in Sa-
lem, Mass., were hanged or 
stoned to death.

While the book does 
not — and, frankly, cannot 
— answer the question of 
whether or not Smock was 
actually a witch with su-
perpowers, it does give the 
reader the opportunity to 
make their own call.

It is said Smock had spe-
cial powers to see the future 
and correctly predicted the 
deaths of those who lived 
in the community. Legend 
says horses she was not al-
lowed to pet mysteriously 
died a short time later.

The case for “yes” is 
strong, possibly more so af-
ter Smock’s death, and even 
in recent years, because of 

the happenings and stories 
from around her grave, in 
the abandoned Elizabeth 
Daily Cemetery near Battle-
town.

Locals poured stones 
over top of her grave to help 
ensure she wouldn’t get out. 
People who visit the ceme-
tery (it’s on private proper-
ty and is difficult to get to 
even if one knows the loca-
tion) report problems with 
batteries as well as a sense 
of disorientation.

Visitors to the site say the 
stones are still in place and 
they’ve experienced a diz-
zying sense of the unknown 
while there, sometimes hav-
ing trouble making their 
way out of the secluded 
cemetery.

One winter, a visitor to 
the cemetery reported there 
was a good snow cover on 
the ground except for the 
area around Smock’s grave, 
which had green grass 
growing and a perfect circle 
where no snow took hold.

Smock’s gravestone is 
the only pointed one in the 
old, abandoned cemetery.

The area is across the riv-
er from New Amsterdam, to 
the south and west.

Folks have described 
seeing Smock’s spirit en-
veloped in a purple glow, 
standing beside her grave 

wearing a long white robe 
and her black hair flowing 
as if blown by the wind.

Fischer also builds a case 
for why the town folk would 
do this to a beautiful, young 
woman, by explaining the 
history of witchcraft, su-
perstition and old medicinal 
healers.

To quote a passage from 
the book, “I was once told 
perception can be your best 
friend or your worst ene-
my. It may have been this 
perception that killed Leah 
Smock.”

The book does more than 
tell a sad tale of a young 
woman’s death; it also sheds 
light on a different era of life 
in the region, before modern 
medicine and technology.

The book is informative 
and a must read for any-
one with an interest in that 
which can’t always be ex-
plained.

On Tuesday, Oct. 10, 
Fischer will present a pro-
gram about “Battletown 
Witch” and sign books at 
the Louisville Genealogical 
Society in the LDS (Mor-
mon) Church sanctuary at 
1 p.m.

To reach Fischer, who is 
open to scheduling group 
presentations, send an 
email to fischer@bbtel.com 
or call 1-270-547-4823.

Senior citizens list menus
Meals are served week-

days at 11 a.m. at the Palmy-
ra Senior Center, located at 
1235 Greene St., and at 11:30 
a.m. at the Joe Rhoads Se-
nior Center, 123 S. Mulberry 
St., Corydon, for those 60 
and older or disabled.

Reservations should be 
made 24 hours in advance 
(by 11:50 a.m.) by calling 
812-738-7603 (Corydon) and 
812-364-6661 (Palmyra). A 
$2.50 donation is requested 
per meal. (A chef salad can 
be ordered in advance to 
take the place of the regular 
meal.)

The Rhoads center gen-
erally opens at 9 a.m. each 
weekday with coffee and 
conversation. Other activ-
ities, including diabetes 
self-management education 
(July 5, 12 and 19 from 9 to 

11 a.m.), nutrition education 
(July 6 from 10 to 11 a.m.), 
bingo (July 6, 11, 13, 20 and 
27; time varies), monthly 
birthday celebration (July 
12 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.), 
blood pressure checks (July 
20 from 10 to 11:30 a.m.) and 
tai chi for arthritis on Mon-
days (from 10 to 11 a.m.) and 
Fridays (from 10:15 to 10:35 
a.m.), are offered.

Here are the senior citi-
zen hot lunch menus for the 
week of July 10. A half pint 
of milk or juice is served 
with each meal.

Monday: Hamburger on 
wheat bun, red potato wedg-
es, tossed salad, apple.

Tuesday: Vegetable soup, 
chicken salad, crackers, po-
tato salad, melon.

Wednesday: Roast pork 

and gravy, red mashed po-
tatoes, glazed carrots, roll, 
ambrosia.

Thursday: Cheese ravioli, 
Italian vegetables, garden 

salad, roll, banana.

Friday: Oven-fried chick-

en, corn on the cob, spinach, 

roll, ice cream.

Another helping
This is a list of places 

where people can receive 
temporary assistance such 
as a free meal. To list a site 
or make a change, call 812-
738-2211.

Breaking Bread food pan-
try open Tuesdays from 4 to 
6 p.m. and Saturdays from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at 2501 St. 
Mary’s Drive in Lanesville. 
For more information, call 
812-952-2853.

Harrison County Com-
munity Services, 101 High-
way 62 W, Corydon, food 
pantry open to public, Mon-
day through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Other 
services and volunteer op-
portunities available. For 
more information, call 812-
738-8143.

The Salvation Army, 101 
W. Highway 62, Corydon, 
monthly food vouchers, 
clothing assistance, crisis 
assistance, other services 
and volunteer opportunities 
available. Open Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The Salvation Army’s emer-
gency food distribution is 
Thursdays from 1 to 3 p.m. 

at Corydon United Method-
ist Church, 214 N. Elm St. 
for those with pre-approved 
vouchers from The Salva-
tion Army (use the church’s 
rear entrance from Mulber-
ry Street). For more infor-
mation, call 812-738-8118.

Swallow’s Nest, resale 
store of clothing and house-
hold items, first and third 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. next to Heidelberg 
United Methodist Church, 
located along Valley View 
Road off of Heidelberg Road, 
about two miles west of S.R. 
135. Donations will be ac-
cepted by appointment only; 
call 812-738-2632.

Unity Chapel United 
Methodist Church, 1760 Lost 
Creek Road south of Ram-
sey, hot meal, Wednesdays, 
from 5 to 6 p.m. For more 
information, call the church, 
812-347-2887.

Victory Baptist Church, 
8470 S.R. 135, New Salis-
bury, food bank (Dare to 
Care partner), third Thurs-
day, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 
812-347-2101.

State education board 
approves ILEARN plan

The Indiana State Board 
of Education approved a 
course of action with Ball 
State University as the au-
thorizer for Hoosier Virtual 
Academy and also approved 
the ILEARN plan that would 
allow the Indiana Dept. of 
Education to pursue the Re-
quest for Proposal process 
during its monthly business 
meeting May 10 at the Uni-
versity of Evansville cam-
pus.

The board voted 6-1 to 
reduce the administrative 
fee that Ball State receives 
as the authorizer from 3 
percent to 1 percent, en-
suring that more funds 
(approximately $300,000 
per year based on current 
enrollment) are directed to 
educating the students at-
tending Hoosier Academy. 
The board also voted 6-1 to 
freeze enrollment effective 
immediately with no re-en-
rollment of students who 

drop out. However, siblings 
of those who are currently 
enrolled would be allowed 
to enroll.

Also, the board voted 8-0 
to approve the ILEARN plan 
memo and to allow the In-
diana Dept. of Education to 
process with the RFP pro-
cess.

The board also unani-
mously approved to allow 
Dr. Byron Ernest to run for 
chair of the National Asso-
ciation of State Boards of 
Education Board of Direc-
tors. According to NASBE 
procedure, candidates must 
submit a letter of support 
from the state board of ed-
ucation on which they serve 
in order to be an officer.

“If elected, serving NAS-
BE, the State of Indiana, the 
interests of our students 
and the state board would 
be a tremendous honor,” Er-
nest said.


